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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WE LEARN Sponsors 5th Annual Conference on Women and Literacy

Cranston, RI – January 15, 2008. WE LEARN (Women Expanding: Literacy Education Action Research Network) will hold its 5th Annual (Net)working Gathering and Conference on Women & Literacy, on Friday & Saturday, March 7-8, 2008 in New York, NY at Fordham University at Lincoln Center.  The conference, Building Alliances / Construyendo Alianzas, considers the profound differences that continue to separate women by culture, language, literacy, and geography. The daily lives of women in adult basic/literacy education remain especially complex due to inequities based on race, class, gender, and other diversities. This year’s conference will explore the differences that divide women in adult basic/literacy education and look to ways of building alliances across those differences. The event welcomes students, educators, researchers, and anyone interested in women's literacy issues. Fordham University Graduate School of Education co-sponsors this event.

The conference will feature a keynote address by Meizhu Lui, co-author of The Color of Wealth: The Story Behind the U.S. Racial Wealth Divide. Ms Lui has also worked at United for Fair Economy. An interactive panel on Friday and Town Hall Meeting on Saturday addressing the themes of the conference will include presenters from The Center for Immigrant Families (NY), Resistahs (DE), Parkdale Project Read (Canada), Lutheran Family Health Centers Adult and Family Education (NY), and Students of Adult Literacy United (NY), among others. The conference will include a series of workshops focusing on general issues of women's basic/literacy education such as student leadership, building community partnerships and collaborations, creating common language do undo racism, music and performance art, participatory action research, parental involvement in children’s education, communication, values, and more. Presentations by ABE students include student leaders in fight for literacy, and student experiences in various learning opportunities. An exhibit area will feature the work of publishers and literacy organizations, and the collection of women-centered literacy materials and curriculum resources gathered by WE LEARN. Artistic expressions and whole-person awareness will infuse the learning and networking atmosphere of the conference. The WE 

LEARN (Net)Working conference offers the opportunity to develop and strengthen the network of resources and connections available for women seeking basic/literacy education and the educators and service workers who support them. 

The conference also promotes the series Women's Perspectives ABE Student Writing Initiative. During the conference, a Celebration of Student Writing will honor students whose writings were selected for publication in Women's Perspectives #3: Women & Money. 
In 2008, WE LEARN also celebrates its 5th Anniversary. WE LEARN, an educational non-profit membership organization, promotes women's literacy as a tool for personal growth and social change through networking, education, action, and resource development. It remains the only national U.S. organization directly addressing the issues of adult women's literacy and the needs of women in adult basic/literacy education. WE LEARN addresses the barriers, consequences, and impact of gender-based differences on women's learning and how those differences affect women's success and their ability to progress socially, economically, and politically. 

WE LEARN offers registration rates for members, non-members, and adult basic education students. Pre-registration ends February 23. On-site registration is available. The fees include a light breakfast and lunch for participants, and entrance to all conference activities. The student writing celebration and the keynote address by Meizhu Lui will be held Friday afternoon, March 7 beginning at 4:00 pm, and there is limited seating available to the public with a donation to WE LEARN ($10.00 at the door). For more information about WE LEARN and for conference registration, visit the WE LEARN website (www.litwomen.org/welearn.html) or contact Mev Miller at 401-383-4374 or welearn@litwomen.org.
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